


Two new national programs
will help our Clubs reduce
the high dropout rate

By Len Krichko, President & CEO

kids graduate from high school, I attended
America’s Promise Alliance’s “Grad Nation
Action Forum” in Washington, D.C., in
September - for the second time in two
years. Detroit leads the nation for high school
dropouts and was one of 12 cities identified
by America’s Promise Alliance as having the
highest dropout rates.

To reverse this troubling trend, the Alliance launched the
Dropout Prevention Campaign in April 2008 to provide a framework
for cities and states to address the issue through summits and targeted
programs.The Alliance convened a coalition of educational organiza-
tions, community leaders and nonprofit agencies at its first summit
in Fall 2008.

America’s Promise Alliance, founded by General Colin Powell,
is the nation’s largest partnership providing support to young people
through a cross-sector of more than 300 corporations, nonprofits -
including B&GCSM, faith-based organizations and advocacy groups
seeking to improve the lives of children.

Since attending the summit, B&KGCSM has forged partnerships
with community-based agencies, schools and foundations to tackle
the high dropout rate in metropolitan Detroit. At present, 90% of our
Club members graduate from high school (Detroit and other high
schools), compared to a reported 58% graduation rate among Detroit
high school students.

A safe place to go after school, our 13 Clubs provide a range
of mentoring, homework assistance, leadership opportunities and
health, fitness and nutrition programs geared to youth ages 6 to 18
(1-12th grades).

We were selected to be one of 10 pilot sites of Boys & Girls Clubs
of America for its “Be Great: Graduate” program: a five-year national
effort that tracks 50 at-risk students in 4th to 8th grade at four of our
sites. We plan to recruit 100 such students and offer the program at
the Wilson Club in Auburn Hills, the Belleville Club, the Wertz Club in
Shelby Twp., and the Huron Valley Club in Ypsilanti. Our professional
staff conducts a program that includes best practices from leaders in
the field, and also mentors students to help them stay in school and
graduate. If the pilot is successful, we will expand the program to
all of our sites.

Since we serve 26,000 kids annually in the nation’s most econom-
ically devastated area, we must be part of the solution. By recruiting
more teens to join our Clubs, we can provide the mentoring and
support these kids need to succeed. To help kids graduate, you can
contribute to our Annual Appeal (see page 4 for details) and make
a lasting difference in the life of a child. We do a world of good as
“The Positive Place for Kids!”

Wilson Club repairs completed

Keeping our 13 Clubs in good shape requires ongoing repairs and
renovation. This fall, the Wilson Club in Auburn Hills had extensive
repairs made to an exterior wall that had water damage and the
drainage system was upgraded. The gym was repainted along with
the entire exterior. The repairs were made possible by a $40,000
grant from the Matilda R. Wilson Fund. The late Mrs. Wilson was

a longtime benefactor of this namesake Club.

Campus visits help kids plan
for higher education & careers

Our College Bound Success
Tour program introduces
Club members — the majority
from economically disadvan-
taged households — to area
colleges and universities.
The program, funded by the
Herbert and Elsa Ponting
Foundation, helps kids
envision future educational

pursuits and shows them
how to plan to achieve this goal.

“We want to inspire youth to continue their education follow-
ing high school,” said Patrice Dickens, who directs the college
tour program and is the Diehl Club director.

Throughout the year, more than 100 youth (ages 11 to 18) from
the Clubs toured the campuses of six different schools, including:
Marygrove College, University of Michigan, University of Toledo,
Adrian College and Rochester College.

In March 2009, many Club members attended the Black Colleges
Fair in Detroit to meet with representatives from 35 such higher
education institutes in the U.S. The teens also attended sessions on
preparing for college, learned about admission requirements and
financial aid, and talked to members of sororities and fraternities.

“The experience of being on campuses large and small, public
and private, had a big impact on the kids,” said Chris Kyles,
program coordinator. “The exposure to the whole college
experience changed many kids’ attitude about going to college
and they are making plans to attend.”

A survey of participants who took the college tour showed that
they gained a better understanding of what college-prep classes they
needed to take in high school; what Grade Point Average (GPA) is
required for admission, how scores from ACT and SAT exams affect
college placement and financial aid, and what job categories have
the best potential for hiring in the next five to 10 years.

Clubs... continued from page 1

The family spent some time living in a relative’s basement and
trying to get into a shelter, which was full. While Ms. Williams has
a job and can afford the rent, she couldn’t afford the other costs
associated with moving. When a board member heard of their
plight, he anonymously donated money for the move to a new
apartment. Both children are known beyond their own Clubs —
the 16-year-old boy was a Youth of the Year runner-up and the
11-year-old girl was an ambassador at the Charity Preview.

Ms. Williams and her children are grateful to those at the Club
and Administrative Office who helped obtain this generous gift
at a critical time.

In another instance, Malik, a member of the Romulus Club, was
badly burned in a grilling accident last fall. His recovery was made
easier by his “second family” at the Club, who hosted a potluck
dinner just before Thanksgiving and raised money to help Malik
and his family with their medical bills and the holiday season.

Last spring, a fire tore through the home of Ron Koester, a
custodian at Merriman Elementary, the school that hosts the
Romulus Club. When Club members and their families learned of
the fire, they held a bake sale. Funds raised at the bake sale were
presented to Koester at the Club’s Leadership Awards meeting to
help his family cope with the aftermath of the fire. “It was very
nice of them,” Koester said. “We had to move out of our house
for 3-1/2 months while it was being repaired. The money helped
out quite a bit.”

The Clubs” programs and philosophy of “giving back”
become ingrained in members’ lives. It's another benefit of
belonging to a second family at the Clubs.



